
Message from Our Director
December 8, 2015, the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, marked the start of The Year of Mercy 
for Catholics around the world. Our Holy Father 
Pope Francis invites us all to spread the Truth and love 
of Christ to all those we encounter by practicing the 
Works of Mercy. In fulfilling our duty as Christians 
to love and care for the corporal and spiritual needs of 
others, we offer to those we encounter the opportunity 
to experience the incredible mercy and unbounded 
generosity of our Lord. 
 The students at the University Catholic Center at The University of Texas 
certainly aren’t shying away from accepting the Pope’s invitation to live and serve 
others with mercy and humility. A group of 78 students kicked off the spring 
2016 semester by volunteering a week of their time giving back to those most in 
need through the Caritas Mission.  
 By encountering mercy from their families, peers, and staff members of 
the UCC, our students are encountering Christ. As a result, deeper and more 
meaningful relationships are being cultivated, and the lives of young Catholics at 
The University of Texas are being transformed. 
 Thanks to the funds received through a grant from the Lilly Endowment Inc., 
we welcomed a second campus minister to our staff this past November. Br. Rob 
is working with our students to cultivate in them an even deeper dedication to 
leadership and service, and, through specific programs, is providing direction and 
encouragement to them as they discern their vocation in life.  
 We invite all of you, our dedicated parents, alumni, and resident 
community members and friends, to continue praying for the ongoing spiritual 
transformation of the students on UT’s campus.  

May God bless you and your family, 
Fr. Ed Nowak, C.S.P.
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Give of Yourself
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“I first went on Longhorn Awakening the spring semester 
of my freshman year. That weekend completely changed 
my life and ignited my soul to want to grow in my 
relationship with Jesus. I have staffed Awakening every 
semester since, and I continue to grow spiritually and 
humble myself by serving others in our UCC community. 
When discerning to be Coordinator for Longhorn Awaken-
ing 60, all I could hear was Jesus wanting me to give 
of myself so that others can encounter Christ in a unique 
and intimate way, just like I did my freshman year. I am so 
excited to glorify God and work alongside the UCC staff 
and my Director Paige Christensen to make LA 60 the best 
one yet!”

-Nikki Dulay, ‘16

Ever since my senior year of high 
school (2012), I have wanted to go 
to World Youth Day. My Spanish 
teacher at the Catholic high school 
I went to had shown us a few clips 
of when it was held in Madrid. She 
exposed the class to the idea of a 
Catholic community far beyond 
the borders of our school, our 
parish community, and even our 
country. I remember looking at 
those videos and having a deep 
desire to celebrate my faith with 
millions of other youth. It seemed 
so incredible that Catholicism 
could transcend all the ethnic, 
language, and cultural boundaries. 
I knew Catholicism was practiced 

all around the world, but to see that 
physical representation of the universal 
Church invoked a powerful want to 
witness this!
 When I came to The University 
of Texas at Austin, I heard from oth-
ers about their trip to Brazil for World 
Youth Day. The description of their ex-
perience confirmed everything I hoped 
World Youth day could be.
 Now I am organizing a group 
from the University Catholic Center to 
come on this pilgrimage. Many students 
are interested in visiting Krakow, seeing 
the Holy Father, and enriching their 
lives with an incredible faith experience. 
However, very few can fund their way 
there. If you would like to support us in 

Paige Christensen & Nikki Dulay

our desire to travel to Poland for World 
Youth Day, consider making a dona-
tion. Whether or not you are able to, 
please keep us in your prayers. This is 
a pilgrimage, first and foremost! There-
fore, we are all embarking on spiritual 
journey and could use all the graces we 
can get. You can stay updated with our 
journey by visiting http://utcatholic.org/
wyd.

St. Pope John Paul II, Pray for us!

Thank you!
-Kay Coleman, ’17



Vocations
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“What do you want to be when you  
grow up?”

How many times have we been asked 
this question? How many times have 
we asked this question!
 Certainly one of the most signifi-
cant decisions we make in life is that 
of our vocation/career. Today’s young 
adults are making this choice amid 
many influences from family, friends, 
and society. The staff at the UCC 
recognized both the importance of 
vocational choice and the need many 
of our undergraduates have in coming 
to know God’s plan for them as they 
move into adulthood.
 The Lilly Endowment grant for 
Empowered by the Spirit has allowed 
the UCC to hire a second Campus 
Minister, Br. Rob, who is working with 
the staff, students, and other interested 
women and men in helping to address 

Mark your calendars! 
Thank you to all those who offered 
their time, talent, treasure, and prayers 
to make our 50th Anniversary a suc-
cess! Almost $90,000 was raised to help 
reduce outstanding building debt and to 
hire an additional pastoral staff member. 
We hope to make this an annual event 
to celebrate our ministry and to con-
tinue to honor those Longhorn Catholic 
alumni who are living out their Catho-
lic moral values in an exemplary way 
within their career vocation. The 2015 
honorees were Msgr. Louis Pavlicek ’64 
(top) and Alan Graham (bottom). You 
are invited to join us for our Annual 
Benefit Dinner and Fr. Dave O’Brien, 
C.S.P. Awards Ceremony this fall! 
Contact Elizabeth Bertrand for more 
information about table sponsorships 
and ticket sales for this year’s dinner.

Marist Brother 
Rob Clark, F.M.S.
 
Brother Rob Clark, a Marist Brother 
from New York, joined the UCC 
staff on November 1st. Br. Rob’s 
background in spiritual direction, 
vocation promotion, initial formation 
ministry, and over 20 years of 
campus ministry experience have 
prepared him to assume leadership 
in the implementation of the Lilly 
Endowment grant. Welcome  
Br. Rob!

these needs. Over the next four years 
this program will be fully implemented 
and will include: vocational education, 
discipleship formation, and leadership 
development.
 Founded on the call to service 
which all baptized Catholics have, our 
program will help our students discern 
both their vocational calls to: marriage, 
the single life, ordination, or Conse-
crated Life, and the career to which 
God is calling them. The Church 
needs this next generation to assume 
Christian leadership in all areas of soci-
ety. Empowered by the Spirit will give 
them the understanding and support 
to say YES to God’s call; and to have 
clarity and conviction to respond to 
that age-old, and important question:

“What do you want to be when you  
grow up?”

 
 

Exploring Life Vocations and Empowering 
Christian Leaders

UCC awarded  
major grant

This past September the UCC was 
invited to participate in the Campus 
Ministries Theological Exploration 
of Vocation 2015 Initiative and 
granted $100,000 to create and 
implement a vocation awareness 
and Christian leadership program, 
called Empowered by the Spirit, for 
our undergraduates. This initiative 
is sponsored by the Lilly Endowment 
Inc., which exists to support the 
causes of religion, education, and 
community development, and affords 
special emphasis to projects that 
benefit young people. Read more at 
utcatholic.org/empowered-by-the-
spirit.

2015 Recipients



Alumni News & VocationsStay Connected
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Alumni & Resident Community News

Help our Catholic Campus Ministry Grow!
All checks should be made payable to “University Catholic Center.” Make your gift online at  https://utcatholic.weshareonline.org.

$500   $250   $100   $50    Other: $______           Send me more information about planned giving options.

Name: ______________________________________ Email: _____________________________________

Billing Address: ________________________________________________ Phone:  ___________________

City: ___________________________________________      State: _______      Zip: __________________     

Credit Card: ___________________________________________________   Exp: _______  CCV: _______

Prayer Requests:

Neftali Javier and 
Victoria Garcia 
baptized son 
Maximiliano.

Stay connected with your fellow Longhorn Catholics by updating your contact information online at 
 utcatholic.org/alumni-parents-registration!

Hillary Burgess 
baptized son Bowen.

Luke and Kathleen 
Talbot baptized son 
Joseph.

Sean and Danielle 
Cahill baptized son 
Christopher.

Tammy Russell 
baptized children 
Davonte, Miracle,  
& Spirit.

Teresa and Santos 
Olivarez baptized 
granddaughter Harper.

Congratulations to 
Andrew Higdon, C.S.C., 
’13 (first row, left) who 
professed his First Vows 
with the Congregation of 
Holy Cross on Saturday, 
August 1, 2015!

Andrea Chipinski 
Barrientez (BA 2011) 
married Alfonso Barrientez 
(BA 2010).

Katrina Austria Marrero 
married David Marrero 
(MBA 2016).
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Grow in Faith

How have you grown in your 
faith?
Awakening was great because even though it wasn’t a Knight’s event, we 
were able to participate in it together. We brought the knowledge and 
faith that we had gained from being in the Knights, and were able to use 
it to benefit the retreatants. It was also a way for us to grow together 
while doing what we do best: serving others.
 The Welcome Week Scavenger Hunt was awesome. It was really 
amazing to watch the mostly freshman and transfer student teams 
befriend each other. Knowing how much our first few weeks of college 
influenced our college careers, we were glad to be able to offer the new 
students an opportunity to experience the friendship and warmth of  
the UCC.

-Armando Montes, ’17

Read more online at utcatholic.org/share-the-gift!

What was the most helpful  
part of the Confirmation 
class?
The most helpful part was the bible study part. I really  
enjoyed learning more about the background. And I personally 
didn’t have a bible until I got one from Marti. Now I’m making 
an effort to read more and it’s helped me to grow closer to God.

29 students were Confirmed this fall

I was intrigued by all of the photos and newspaper articles on display at the 50th 
anniversary gala, but also by the people who came to show their gratitude for this 
place and the impact that it had on their life when they were students here. In that 
moment I thought about my parents who also attended the UCC when they were 
here, who baptized me in that very same fountain that I use to bless myself every 
time I come to Mass here, and I realized just how much the UCC means to me. 
This where my Christian faith began and this is where it has grown to maturity. 
This is my home.

-Josh Parker, BS 2015, ’17

We asked students to share their reflections on experiences they 
had last fall. Here’s what we learned:
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University Catholic Center 
Close to Campus, Close to Christ

The First Annual Houston Longhorn Catholic 
Reception will be held on Saturday, April 2nd. Mass 
will be celebrated at 5:30 pm at St. Jerome’s Parish 
(8825 Kempwood Dr, Houston, TX 77080) followed 
immediately with the dinner and reception held at the Fr. 
Raye Center on St. Jerome’s campus. We invite all former 
Longhorns in the Houston-area to attend and reconnect 
with old friends, classmates, and the Catholic campus 
ministry at the University Catholic Center. Parents of 
current and former UT students also are invited to join us 
as we build up a prayerful alumni network in Houston. 
Please go online for more information and to register at 
http://utcatholic.org/htx-reception-registration, or contact 
Elizabeth Bertrand at elizabethb@utcatholic.org for more 
information.

SAVE THE DATE! 

First Annual Houston Longhorn Catholic Reception 
Saturday, April 2nd

Matching Gift Sunday 
Sunday, April 24th

Annual Benefit Dinner 
Thursday, October 13th

Follow us on social media!

Stay connected with fellow alumni and submit your news online at 
http://utcatholic.org/beyond-the-40-acres!


